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when he was awakened by the news of the Elster
disaster.   At first he refused to believe it, but when
he was convinced of it, he had to continue his humil-
iating retreat without delay.    On his way he saw
once more the battlefield of Liitzen where he had
gained that brilliant but barren victory.    October 21
he passed, silent and morose, between the memories
of Rossbach and Auerstadt.   At Erfurt, the 23d, he
recalled the memorable interview of 1808.   Accord-
ing to General de S<3gur it was noticed that while he
was dictating his orders he turned his  eyes away
from the place where he had seen the Emperor Alex-
ander bow before his fortune, proud of his friend-
ship, and enthusiastic over his glory.    The retreat
continued amid unceasing obstacles.   The troops, in
greater and greater confusion, were harassed by hun-
ger, fatigue, and sufferings of every sort.   Napoleon
narrowly escaped being prevented from crossing the
Rhine.   At the pass of Hanau, fifty thousand Aus-
trians and Bavarians blocked his path; he thought
that he was lost.   He exposed himself recklessly to
the shells bursting all about him, refusing to seek
shelter.    General Drouot's artillery saved him; he
hurled the enemy back, and continued his journey*
November 2 he was at Mayence.   His whole army,
now reduced to sixty thousand men, had crossed the
Rhine.

"This memorable campaign," Napoleon said at
Saint Helena, " will be famous as the triumph of the
innate courage of the French youth, of the crafty